
Year 3 – Citizenship 

Spring 1 Knowledge Organiser 

This PSHE topic follows on from previous learning of citizenship studied in Year 2. The children begin the topic learning that they have rights, and how these benefit them. In addition, 

the children will explore how adults are responsible for supporting children’s rights and how this is achieved. Next, the children will learn about different groups within the local commu-

nity, and the use of local buildings. As a member of the community, the children will discover the importance of contributing to recycling in order to help their local environment. In the 

latter part of this unit, the children will gain an understanding of how charities support the local community, what democracy is and how it works and affects them. Finally they will un-

derstand the need for rules, and the consequences of breaking rules.  

Key knowledge 

 

Rights: A set of actions and principles that are entitled to someone. 

Recycling: Converting waste into reusable materials. 

Council: A group of people who manage a city, county or organisation.  

Charity: An organisation that raises money for those in need.  

Councillor: A member of government that everyone can vote for. 

Consequence: The result of an action, usually one that is negative or in-

volves punishment. 

 

Star Words— Key Vocabulary  

 

What is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child?  
How do we and others benefit from the rights of the child? 
How do we and other people look after our immediate environ-
ment? 
What are the benefits of recycling? 
What can we do to increase or improve recycling at home or at 
school? 
What buildings are part of our community and who uses them? 
What are the buildings used for? 
How do community groups work together and support each other? 
How could our school be involved in the local community? 
What charities work in our community? 
How does democracy work in our school? 
How does democracy work in our area? 

Key Questions 

  

• Understand the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

• The local council is responsible for looking after the local area. 

• There are consequences of breaking rules. 

• How recycling can have a positive impact on the environment. 

• Elections are held where adults can vote for local councillors. 

• The role of charities in the community. 



This unit builds on the topic of Economic Wellbeing from Year 2. Through this topic, the children will develop financial literacy which involves recognising diverse pay-

ment methods for purchasing items and understanding that money is essential for transactions. They will learn basic budget making and articulate the impact of finan-

cial situations on emotions in an age appropriate manner. The children will discuss some factors that influence spending decisions and this will lead to the extensive 

array of jobs available. Furthermore, they will understand that stereotypes exist surrounding certain professions and that challenging those stereotypes is an important 

part of their responsibility as upstanding citizens.   

Key knowledge 

• Payment: The action or process of paying someone or something being 

paid. 

• Budget: A specific or limited amount of money you have to manage or 

spend.  

• Feeling: The physical or emotional response to something.  

• Expense: The cost of something.  

• Qualifications: The skills or experience you have.  

 

Star Words— Key Vocabulary  

 

Key Questions 

• What different ways can you pay for items? 
• What is a budget and how do you make a budget? 
• How can you change you feel about negative situations involving 

money? 
• What choices can you make when you shop? 
• What different jobs do you know about? 
• What factors affect the jobs that you can do? 
• What factors should not affect the jobs that you can do? 

• To recognise the various methods of payment for goods and services.  

• To understand the significance of budgeting in managing money.  

• To acknowledge the diverse array of available job opportunities.  

• To recognise the existence of stereotypes surrounding certain occupations and emphasizing that 
these should not unduly influence individual choices.  

• To engage in conversations about the spectrum of emotions associated with money.  

• To explore the various attitudes individuals may hold towards money.  

• To examine how our spending behaviours can affect others and evaluating the pros and cons of 
different payment methods.  
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